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Welcome 
O n behal f  of  the Pan  Af r ican  Col labor at ion  for  
Excel lence (PACE) and the Un iver si ty  of  Alber ta 
com m un i ty, I  welcom e you al l  to what I  hope w i l l  be 
an  engaging, dynam ic and insigh tf u l  scholar ly  

` exper ience over  the next two days. 

As an  academ ic hub that encour ages research  and 
teach ing on  em er ging social  i ssues, the Un iver si ty  of  
Alber ta suppor ts the study of  gender  relat ions w i th in  
im m igr an t com m un i t ies. PACE exem pl i f ies th is 
m andate; i t  em br aces in terd iscip l inar y, in ter nat ional  
in i t iat ives between  scholar s, pol i cym aker s, ser v ice 

p rov ider s and com m un i t ies that  are increasingly  sough t for  research  and 
scholar ly  output, gr aduate t r ain ing and com m un i ty  engagem en t related  to 
Af r i cans global ly. 

D evelop ing a SSH RC Par tner sh ip  Gr an t p roposal  i s a m ajor  under tak ing, but 
one that i s ur gen t and t im ely  for  the study of  Af r i cans in  t r ansnat ional  
con texts. I n  Canada, Af r i cans const i tu te one of  the f astest  grow ing groups of  
im m igr an ts and are spread across four  m ajor  p rov inces: Alber ta, Br i t i sh  
Colum bia, O n tar io and Q uebec. D esp i te thei r  grow ing num ber s, th is em er ging 
populat ion  rem ains lar gely  under- researched. Gaps in  knowledge about 
gender  relat ions w i th in  these im m igr an t f am i l ies under m ine the capaci ty  of  
ser v ice p rov ider s and pol icy m aker s to assist  them . I n  the Af r ican  con t inen t, 
there are equal ly  acute gaps in  knowledge about m igr at ion , par t i cu lar ly  the 
in ter nat ional  stream s. O ur  aim  is to gener ate relevan t in for m at ion  and 
str ategies for  enhancing l i fe before, dur ing and af ter  m igr at ion  for  the m utual  
benef i t  of  Canada and Af r ican  im m igr an t send ing coun tr ies. 

I  look for ward  to your  con tr ibut ions wh ich  I ?m  sure have im p l icat ions for  
research  both  on  gender  relat ions as wel l  as on  other  relevan t dom ains of  
im m igr an t l i fe. 

   

  

Ph i l  O keke- I heji r i ka 

D i rector  of  PACE 

Adeyinka Akinsulure-Smith
i s a l i censed psychologist  who is or iginal ly  f r om  Sier r a L eone. She 
is Board  Cer t i f ied  in  Group Psychology by the Am er ican  Board  of  
Professional  Psychology (ABPP). She is a tenured Professor  of  
Psychology at  the Ci ty  Col lege of  N ew Yor k , the Ci ty  Un iver si ty  of  
N ew Yor k (CUN Y) and at  the Gr aduate Cen ter , CUN Y. D r. 
Ak insu lure-Sm i th  has cared for  for ced m igr an ts, as wel l  as 
sur v ivor s of  tor ture, ar m ed con f l i ct , and hum an  r igh ts abuses f rom  
around the wor ld  at  the Bel levue/ N YU Progr am  for  Sur v ivor s of  
Tor ture since 1999.  I n  add i t ion  to her  teach ing and cl in ical  wor k , 
D r . Ak insu lure-Sm i th  is the recip ien t of  sever al  gr an ts, includ ing a 

20 14-20 15 Fu lbr igh t  Af r i ca Regional  Research  Progr am  award . She 
is cur ren t ly  the PI  of  an  N IH - funded study to exam ine Fem ale 
Gen i tal  Cutt ing am ong Af r ican  im m igr an ts and ser v ice p rov ider s 
in  the Un i ted  States. H er  wor k has included develop ing and 
exam in ing m en tal  heal th  in ter ven t ions in  Sier r a L eone and 
N iger ia. D r . Ak insu lure-Sm i th  has wr i t ten  extensively  about 
ser v ice p rov ision  to and m en tal  heal th  chal lenges facing forced 
m igr an ts.

Delali Badasu
i s Sen ior  Research  Fel low at  the Regional  I nst i tu te for  Populat ion  
Stud ies, Un iver si ty  of  Ghana. She has researched and publ ished a 
num ber  of  wor ks on  populat ion  and developm en t and 
heal th - related  issues. H er  cur ren t research  focuses on  
socio-cu l tur al  d im ensions of  heal th , using m ain ly  qual i tat ive 
research  m ethods. H er  m ajor  wor ks in  th is regard  are on  Ghana?s 
heal th  pol i cy  and ter t iar y  heal th  care for  ch i ld ren . She has just  
com pleted  a study on  care for  ch i ld ren  w i th  ch ron ic d iseases at  the 
Kor le Bu Teach ing H osp i tal . She is a m em ber  of  the Un ion  for  
Af r i can  Populat ion  Stud ies and the I n ter nat ional  Un ion  for  the 

Scien t i f i c Study of  Populat ion  (IUSSP). 
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Michael Fr ishkopf
i s Professor  of  M usic, D i rector  of  the Canad ian  Cen tre for  
Ethnom usicology, Ad junct Professor  of  M ed icine, and Ad junct 
Professor  of  Rel igious Stud ies, w i th  foci  in  the Ar ab wor ld  and 
Af r ica. H is research  cen ter s on  M usic for  Global  H um an  
D evelopm en t (m 4ghd.or g), especial ly  Global  H eal th , as wel l  as 
M usic and I slam , M usic and Arch i tecture, and M ach ine L ear n ing 
for  Sound Recogn i t ion . H e is also a com poser  and per for m er. 

(f r i shkop f .or g)

Gill ian Creese
i s Professor  at  the I nst i tu te for  Gender, Race, Sexual i ty  and Social  
Just ice and Professor  at  the D epar tm en t of  Sociology at  the 
Un iver si ty  of  Br i t i sh  Colum bia.H er  cur ren t research  focuses on  
the gendered and r acial i zed  d im ensions of  im m igr at ion  and  
sett lem en t in  Canada, as wel l  as the exper iences of  the 
second-gener at ion , w i th  a par t i cu lar  focus on  im m igr an ts f r om  
sub-Sahar an  Af r ica. H er  recen t books include T he New African 
Diaspora in Vancouver: M igration, Exclusion and Belonging (20 11) 
and ?Where are you from?? Growing up African-Canadian in Vancouver 
(in  p ress).

Farida Fozdar
(aka T i lbur y) i s Associate Professor  in  Sociology at  the Un iver si ty  
of  W ester n  Austr al ia. Recip ien t of  a p rest igious ARC Future 
Fel lowsh ip , Far ida uses qual i tat ive and quan t i tat ive m ethods to 
under stand the ways in  wh ich  r acial , ethn ic, nat ional  and 
rel igious iden t i t ies are constr ucted , and pol icies and p r act ices 
associated  w i th  cu l tur al  d iver si ty. She has alm ost twen ty year s? 
exper ience study ing sett lem en t exper iences of  m igr an ts in  
Austr al ia, includ ing em ploym en t, t r ain ing, m en tal  heal th  and 
belonging am ong hum an i tar ian  en tr an ts of  Af r i can  
backgrounds.  She has co-authored Race and Ethnic Relations, and 
publ ished over  70  paper s and chapter s. Far ida has also 
conducted evaluat ions of  p rogr am s to assist  m igr an ts and 
refugees w i th  re-sett lem en t. She is D eputy H ead of  Social  
Sciences (Research) and Chai r  of  the UW A Cul tur al ly  and 
L ingu ist i cal ly  D iver se W or k ing Group.

Fisseha Gebremedhin 
i s a Ph .D . cand idate in  App l ied  M athem atics at  the N at ional  
Advanced School  of  Engineer ing, Un iver si ty  of  Yaounde I , 
Cam eroon  and L ecturer  of  m athem atics at  Ad igr at  Un iver si ty, 
Eth iop ia. Cur ren t ly, he is wor k ing on  Big D ata Visual izat ion  
Algor i thm s w i th  a focus on  " Visual izat ion  Algor i thm s for  L ar ge 
Scale H igh  D im ensional  D ata."

Jay Marlowe
i s an  Associate Professor  at  the Un iver si ty  of  Auck land. H e 
becam e a Ruther ford  D iscover y Fel low  to pur sue a 5 year  
research  p rogr am m e related  to refugee sett lem en t t r ajector ies.  
As a social  wor ker  and for m er  v isi t ing fel low w i th  the Refugee 
Stud ies Cen tre at  O xford  Un iver si ty, he has wor ked w i th  refugee 
com m un i t ies as a p r act i t ioner  and researcher. H is p r im ar y area 
of  r esearch  in terest  focuses upon  refugee sett lem en t, social  
inclusion  and ways that m igr an t com m un i t ies can  par t i cipate 
w i th in  society. 
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I ke Odimegwu Phil Okeke-I hej ir ika
i s a Professor  of  Ph i losophy at  the D epar tm en t of  Ph i losophy, 
N nam di  Azik iwe Un iver si ty, Awka. Gr aduate of  Ur ban  Un iver si ty, 
Rom e, he special i zed  in  Af r i can  M etaphysical  An th ropology, and 
Social  and Pol i t i cal  Ph i losophy at  the Un iver si ty  of  N iger ia. H is 
research  in terest  areas include hum an  per sonhood and iden t i ty, 
Af r i can  social  ex istence and d ialogics. D r . O d im egwu has 
publ ished a num ber  of  books in  ph i losophy includ ing I n tegr at ive 
Per sonhood, Ph i losoph ic Foundat ions of  Pol i t i cs, and Per spect ives 
on  Af r ican  Com m unal ism . I n  20 18, h is research  in terest  tur ned to 
m igr at ion  and he has par t i cipated  in  a num ber  wor kshops on  
m igr at ion  research  and advocacy, m anagem en t and gover nance 
in  N iger ia. I ke O d im egwu was D ean , School  of  Postgr aduate 
Stud ies 20 14-20 18; and cur ren t ly, D i rector , Cen tre for  M igr at ion  
Stud ies, N nam di  Azik iwe Un iver si ty, Awka, N iger ia.

i s a Professor  in  the D epar tm en t W om en's and Gender  Stud ies, 
Un iver si ty  of  Alber ta. She began  her  career  as the f i r st  Af r i can  
fem ale f u l l - t im e facu l ty  of  the un iver si ty. H er  research  p rogr am  
is t r ansnat ional , com m un i ty -based and in terd iscip l inar y, w i th  a 
focus on  gender  relat ions w i th in  Af r i can  im m igr an t populat ions. 
D r. O keke- I heji r i ka cur ren t ly  heads the Un iver si ty  of  Alber ta?s 
Pan  Af r ican  Col labor at ion  for  Excel lence (PACE). She is also a 
found ing m em ber  of  the W om en?s Advocacy Voice of  Edm on ton  
(W AVE). D r. O keke- I heji r i ka has gained in ter nat ional  acclaim  as 
an  exper t  in  p rogr am  p lann ing, cur r icu lum  developm en t, and 
gr aduate t r ain ing. She is an  ad junct p rofessor  in  sever al  Af r i can  
un iver si t ies, includ ing D ur ban  Un iver si ty  of  Technology and the 
Feder al  Un iver si ty  of  Technology Akure as wel l  as the 20 18 
D i rector  for  the Gender  I nst i tu te of  the Counci l  for  the 
D evelopm en t of  Econom ic and Social  Research  in  Af r i ca 
(CO D ESRIA).As a gender  analyst , she has ser ved as a consu l tan t  
in  m any in ter nat ional  r esearch  p rojects. 

holds a PhD  in  Educat ional  Pol icy Stud ies f rom  the Un iver si ty  of  
Alber ta. She w i l l  be an  Assistan t Professor  at  Q ueen?s Un iver si ty  
Facu l ty  of  Educat ion  f rom  Ju ly  1, 20 19. T hash ika has extensive 
research  and teach ing exper ience in  K-12 and h igher  educat ion  
in  Canada, Austr al ia, South  Af r ica, and Eth iop ia. H er  scholar sh ip  
focuses on  educat ional  pol i cy, m igr at ion  and d iaspor ic stud ies, 
an t icolon ial i sm , I nd igenous knowledge system s, and an t i - r acist  
fem in ist  pedagogies. T hash ika is co-ed i tor  of  Decolonizing Global 
Citizenship Education and Global Citizenship, Common Wealth and 
Uncommon Citizenships.

Thashika Pil lay

i s an  Associate Professor  at  the Facu l ty  of  N ur sing, Un iver si ty  of  
Alber ta. H er  m ain  area of  exper t i se is im m igr an t heal th . She has a 
robust research  p rogr am  on  access to heal th  care for  im m igr an t 
ch i ld ren , im m igr an t ch i ld  m en tal  heal th , m igr at ion  pathways 
af ter  com plet ing the Tem por ar y Foreign  W or ker  Progr am , 
Af r ican  im m igr an t ch i ld  heal th , and m en tal  heal th  of  Af r i can , 
Black and Car ibbean  youths. She is also a col labor at ing researcher  
at  the Un i ted  N at ions Research  I nst i tu te for  Social  D evelopm en t 
in  Geneva. H er  recen t awards include Alber ta?s top  40  under  40 , 
Canada?s 10 0 , m ost Accom pl ished Black W om en , and m em ber  of  
the Sigm a T heta Tau I n ter nat ional  H onor  Society  of  N ur sing 
Em er ging N ur se Researcher  of  the Year.  

Bukola Salami



Michael Ungar     |     Key Note Speaker Thomas Soehl

i s an  Associate Professor  and Associate Chai r / Gr aduate Stud ies 
in  the D epar tm en t of  Educat ional  Psychology, Un iver si ty  of  
Alber ta. She is also a psychologist  whose research  focuses on  
m ul t i cu l tur al  i ssues in  counsel l ing, t r aum a and adaptat ion , 
hope/ resi l ience, and the m en tal  heal th  of  r efugees and m igr an ts. 
D r . Yohan i  has ser ved as the co-d i rector  of  the Facu l ty  of  
Educat ion?s D iv ision  of  Cl in ical  Ser v ices, a t r ain ing cl in ic for  
gr aduate studen ts in  Counsel l ing, School  and Ch i ld  Cl in ical  
Psychology p rogr am s. She is also an  ad junct v isi t ing p rofessor  in  
the Cl in ical  Psychology Progr am , D epar tm en t of  Psych iatr y  and 
M en tal  H eal th  at  M uh im bi l i  Un iver si ty  of  H eal th  and Al l ied  
Sciences (M UH AS) in  Tanzan ia. 

Sophie Yohani

i s an  Assistan t Professor   of  Sociology at  M cGi l l  Un iver si ty  and 
Canada Research  Chai r  in  I n ter nat ional  M igr at ion . Two m ain  
them es gu ide h is research : one is the im por tance of  f am i ly  t ies 
for  m igr an ts and the in ter -gener at ional  t r ansm ission  of  cu l ture, 
socio-econom ic char acter ist i cs and pol i t i cal  at tachm en ts in  
m igr an t f am i l ies. A second them e is the pol i t i cal  t r ansi t ion  that 
in ter nat ional  m igr at ion  involves, and the m ul t ip le and sh i f t ing 
socio-pol i t i cal  at tachm en ts of  m igr an ts. I n  add i t ion  to the 
l i ter ature on  im m igr an t socioeconom ic and pol i t i cal  
incor por at ion , and m igr an t t r ansnat ional ism , h is wor k 
con tr ibutes to research  on  pol i t i cal  social i zat ion , the sociology of  
the f am i ly, the com par at ive study of  ethn ici ty  and r ace, and the 
pol i t i cal  r eproduct ion  of  nat ion -states. D r. Soeh l  rel ies heavi ly  on  
quan t i tat ive m ethods such  as m ul t i level  m odel ing, even t-h istor y  
analysis, i tem - response theor y, str uctur al  equat ion  m odels and 

Bayesian  approaches to stat ist i cal  in ference. 

i s a Fam i ly  T her ap ist  and Professor  of  Social  W or k at  D alhousie 
Un iver si ty  where he holds the Canada Research  Chai r  in  Ch i ld , 
Fam i ly  and Com m un i ty  Resi l ience. Since 20 0 2, D r. Ungar  has 
d i rected  the Resi l ience Research  Cen tre, design ing m ul t i si te 
longi tud inal  r esearch  and evaluat ion  p rojects in  m ore than  a 
dozen  low, m idd le, and h igh - incom e coun tr ies, w i th  m uch  of  
that  wor k focused on  the resi l ience of  m ar ginal ized ch i ld ren  and 
fam i l ies, and adu l t  populat ions exper iencing m en tal  heal th  
chal lenges. D r. Ungar  has publ ished over  180  peer- rev iewed 
ar t i cles and book chapter s on  the subject  of  r esi l ience and is the 
author  of  15 books for  m en tal  heal th  p rofessionals, r esearcher s 
and lay aud iences. T hese include T he Social Ecology of Resilience: A 
H andbook for T heory and Practice for  r esearcher s, Change Your 
World: T he Science of Resilience and the True Path to Success, a book 
for  adu l ts exper iencing stress at  wor k and at  hom e, and Working 
with Children and Youth With Complex Needs, a book for  cl in icians. 
H is blog, Nurturing Resilience, can  be read on  Psychology Today?s 
websi te.   



 10 :20 ? 10 :40  Where are you from? H ome and belonging 
for second-generation African-Canadians

Gi l l i an  Cr eese 

  

10 :40 ? 11:0 0  Reconceptualizing context: T he role of 
origin and destination society for the 
trajectories children of immigrants 

T h om as Soeh l    

  

11:0 0 ? 12:0 0  Key n ote: Systemic Resilience 

M i ch ael  Un gar   

   

12:0 0 ? 12:10  Greet ings f rom  D epar tm en t

M i ch el l e M eagh er  

12:10 -13:0 0 L unch   

  

13:0 0 ? 13:20  Transnational Refugee Settlement: 
Integration and Social M edia 

Jay M ar low e  

13:20 ? 13:40  Belonging in the Land Down Under:  

T he Experiences of African-background 
H umanitarian Entrants 

Far i da Fozdar  

  

Friday May 17th 
8:0 0 ? 8:30  Registr at ion  

8:30 ? 8:40  O pen ing Rem ar ks 

 

8:40 ? 9:0 0  A program of research to improve parenting 
practices and well-being of  A frican children 
and youths 

Bu kola Salam i   

9:0 0 ? 9:20   Community-based collaborative approaches 
towards psychosocial wellness after 
conflict- related trauma, migration and 
settlement
Sop h ie Yoh an i  

  

9:20 ? 9:40  Socio-musical resonance: a powerful, 
sustainable technology for social resilience 
among migrants and refugees 

M ich ael  Fr i sh kop f   

  

9:40 ? 10 :0 0  M igration Trends and Patterns in the past 
Decade 

Fi sseh a Gebr em edh in  

10 :0 0 ? 10 :20  Cof fee break 

  



 13:40 ? 14:0 0  African immigrants in America ? 
recognizing &  utilizing our strengths 

Adey in k a A k i n su lu r e-Sm i th  

14:0 0 ? 14:20  H arnessing Cultural Resources for Proper 
Integration into a H ost Community:  

T he Case of Ghanaian Immigrants in Canada 

D elal i  Badasu  

  

14:20 ? 14:40  African Immigrants' Resilience in 
Transnational Contexts: Exploring the 
Contributions of Pre-migration and H ome 
Links 
I ke O d im egw u   

  

14:40 ? 15:0 0  Cof fee Break 

  

15:0 0 ? 15:20  Sustainable injustice: Exploring the Settler 
Colonial State Apparatus through the 
experiences of African Canadian Women

T h ash i k a Pi l l ay

15:20  -  15: 50    Scoping Review Overview 

Ph i l om in a O keke- I h ej i r i k a &  

N atal i e Rzeszu tek    

  

15:30 ? 17:30  Gener al  D iscussion  &  Closing Rem ar ks 

Special Thank You

On behalf of the Pan-African Collaboration for 
Excellence (PACE), Dr. Okeke-Ihejirika, Dr. Bukola, Dr. 
Salami and Dr. Frishkopf would like to thank all of those 
who have participated and supported this research 
meeting. We especially acknowledge our guests and 
scholars who have dedicated time and resources towards 
this initiative. Finally we thank the funders, community 
members, students and volunteers who have made this 
possible. 

  

Thank you! 




